XIII.]               '     MENES AND MANU.
had the same names with the celestial gods, others have  kept
their own names." l
This will explain why, besides the gods of the Egyptian
hierarchy, were also kings and queens of the name^; of Osiris
and Isis etc. who were regarded as demi-gods, and afterwards
identified,with the cosmic deities themselves. It is not at all
unnatural for a people who had left their ancestral home and
settled in a foreign country, to set up a new hierarchy after
the names of the gods of the motherland, in order to reconcile
themselves thoroughly to the condition of the country of their
adoption. It was probably on this principle that their first
great king may have been named Menes or Mena after the
great Manu of their motherland, and sometimes identified
with Osiris (the sun) himself, as Manu of India was regarded
the offspring of the Sun and called Vaivasvata. In this con-
nection, it should be noted here that the Rgvedic Aryans also
believed that some of their gods were originally men who on
account of their piety, wisdom and beneficent exploits, were
raised to the status of gods. For example, the J$hus} (Rv.
i, i io, 2. 3 and the Maruts (Rv* x. 77, 2) were believed
to have been originally men, who were atterwards transformed
into Devas on account of their wonderful exploits and valor-
ous deeds. This belief must have been taken to Egypt by
the immigrants from India,
What with these striking resemblances and similarities in
social customs and manners; religious dogmas and beliefs,
and political life and institutions of the ancient Egyptians and
the Indo-Aryans, what with the ancient tradition of the
Egyptians themselves that their forefathers had come from the
Land of Punt, lf the dwelling of the Gods," what with the
anthropological evidences, as adduced by H^eren and others,
establishing a similarity between the skulls of the ancient
Egyptians and the Indian races, what with the fact that the
ancient names of the country and the great river that flows